
R e a d 
  

1 Corinthians 12:27-13:13 

Mark 12:28-34 

  

C o n s i d e r 
 

Paul compares the body of Christ to a human body.  Each part has a specific function that 

is necessary to the body as a whole (in Chapter 12).  The parts must work together.  As 

Christians, we must avoid being too proud of our abilities, and be humble to acknowledge 

that we have nothing much in possession that would exceed the others in the body of 

believers.  We should use our different gifts, together, for the building up of the body, and 

the spreading of the Good News of salvation.  Also, we should not be dissatisfied with the 

gifts God has given us; instead, we should be eager to see how we apply our gifts to the 

work of the church, not to envy those who seem to have more or greater gifts than we do.  

In love, treat everyone’s gifts, yours included, as valuable to God.   

 

Being a mature body of Christ, we are in the world together, getting involved in the lives of 

others and not just enjoying our own relationship with God, bearing in mind that the most 

helpful gifts are those that are most beneficial to the body of Christ.  Our spiritual gifts are 

not for our own self-advancement, but for serving God and to enhance the spiritual growth 

of the body of believers.   

 

In his teaching of the spiritual gifts to the Corinthians, Paul also points out with evidence to 

reveal their lack of love in the use of spiritual gifts.  Love is more important than all the 

spiritual gifts demonstrated in the church body, because love reveals the ultimate purpose 

of human existence.  God’s love would show the world why it exists and why God wants 

to spend eternity with us.  In our response, we love God and others (Mark 12:28-34) as we 

understand how love changes everything for good.  Loving God is the greatest human act 

which would fulfill the intent of the Ten Commandments and the other OT laws.  Love 

makes our actions and gifts useful.  Although we have different gifts, everyone can have an 

ample amount of love.  The characteristics that Paul describes love (13:4-8) actually are 

God’s character and are substantial descriptions of the way God perfectly relates to us.  
Only God can put his character in us and help us love like this.   

 

We may not be able to love others perfectly as described, as we only have partial and 

incomplete knowledge (v.9) and lack clarity about the right way to love like a cloudy 

mirror in which we would not perfectly reflect Jesus to others (v.12).  We are immature 

like children, and would learn to do better as we grow closer to Christ (v.11).  However, 

Paul assures us that when we see Jesus face to face, we will fully understand things which 

are now obscure (v.12).  Meanwhile, we should treat each other with the same love and 

unity that we will one day share.     

 

         Deacon Samuel Chan  



P r a y 

 
Dear Heavenly Father,  

 

Thank you for the love you have endowed upon us, and the most precious way to show that 

is through your Son Jesus Christ who has paid the penalty of sin for all of us on the Cross.  

We don’t deserve it and yet you love us in so many ways that we don’t often understand.  
You have also sent the Holy Spirit to live among us as believers, to guide us walk in your 

righteous way, and given us various spiritual gifts so that we can serve you and others 

around us.   

 

Help us Lord to give thanks in all circumstances, and magnify you in deeds and actions of 

love so that people in this world may see you and accept you as their Lord and Savior.  

Your commandment for us is to love you with all our mind, heart, soul and strength.  We 

pray that you help us bear this always in our hearts so that our lives will fully demonstrate 

your love in all situations.      

 

In Jesus’ name we pray,  

Amen 

 

 

  

D i v i n g   D e e p e r  

 
What are some of the gifts that you have received from God?  How did you discover them?  

Did you treat them as valuable in serving God and others?  How do you see that your 

spiritual gifts may be an enhancement of the spiritual growth of others?  Share your 

experience. 

 

Loving God and loving our neighbors as ourselves.  According to Jesus in (Mark 12), these 

two commandments summarize all of God’s laws.  We must let them rule our thoughts, 

decisions and actions.  When you are uncertain about what to do, ask yourself which 

course of action best demonstrates love for God and love for others.  Share an example of 

your experience. 

 

How can we live closer WITH GOD in our lives? 

 

How are we being TRANSFORMED to be more like Christ? 

 

How is the Holy Spirit empowering us to imitate Christ in what we DO this week? 


