
R e a d   
1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

 

C o n s i d e r 
 

So you have been attending church. You have been joining worship services. You are a 

Christ follower, a professed Christian who belong to a local church. I wonder how you 

feel about church. What is church to you? What does it mean to you that church is the 

body of Christ? In a large multilingual, multi-congregational and multi-generational 

church like us with over 1,800 members, we can easily have 1,800 different voices and 

opinions. How can we possibly operate as one church, one body under the Christ the 

Head? This is a great mystery!  

 

When Paul tells us about the talks of ‘belonging’ and ‘not belonging’ to the body in 1 

Cor. 12:12-26, he seems to be gravely concerned about what’s happening in the church. 

As if he could hear what some people in church are saying, Paul uses the image of a 

body to tell us how different body parts are talking to one another: “I am not (like you)... 

I do not belong… I don’t need you”. We may as well add to the list with what we too 

have heard from some members: I don’t like so-and-so ! I don’t agree with so-and-so! I 

don’t want things this way! I know better ways, I want… I don’t want… I am not 

happy…, I am disappointed… I don’t like it here. Do you notice how the “I” has taken 

over the mind and will to give rise to resentment and rejection of “others” whom the “I” 

doesn’t like.  

 

So how does Paul respond? Paul simply gently but firmly asserts that each one of us is a 

part of the body, and together we who were baptized and given the one Spirit to drink 

are one in Christ. We are the body of Christ (v.20, 27). The church is one body in Christ, 

Christ is the head. That is the fact. So we simply cannot hold such resentfulness, rejection 

or alienation within the body. 

 

Paul also reminds us that God is the mastermind and designer of the body. God has 

arranged the parts in the body, every one of them (v.18). God has combined the 

members of the body (v.24) so there should be no division in the body (v.25). Indeed, 

God called and redeemed us separately and has led us to where we are today, here and 

now in this church. He has gathered us and formed us into his body. Everyone is 

precious and honorable. God himself is in control. And God himself has graced us with 

different gifts and roles in church so we can function as one body (v. 28-30). We could 

almost feel Paul’s strong displeasure as he throws these rhetorical questions at church: 

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have 

gifts of healing….   
 

“I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble 

and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the 



unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Eph 4:2-3). “Do nothing out of selfish 

ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves” (Phil 2:3). 

 

Deaconess Dr. Josephine Chow 

 

 

P r a y 
 

God the Father, source of Divinity, good beyond all that is good, fair beyond all that is 

fair, in you is calmness, peace and unity. 

Repair the things that divide us from each other and restore our unity of love like your 

divine love. 

And as you are above all things, unite us in goodness and love 

 that we may be spiritually one, with you and with each other,  

through your peace which makes all things peaceful  

and through the grace, mercy, and tenderness of your only Son, Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 

Dionysius of the Syrian Jacobite Church, 9th Century 

 

D i v i n g   D e e p e r  

 
The Church as a Body   

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 

v. 12-13 What does this passage tell us about the body of Christ, and how is it formed? What 

does it mean in the context of SCBC? 

v. 14-21 Find out what some body parts say to other parts?  

 Why do you think they would say such things? What may be some possible causes?  

 How would the body be impacted by these body parts? How may this relate to 

“division in the body” (v. 24)?  

 Read v. 18 “God has arranged the parts…” and v. 28-30. What does this tell us about 

God’s design and work in church, the body of Christ?  

v. 24  “God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the 

parts that lacked it. so that there should be no division in the body”. What can we 

learn from this verse? 

v. 27  Paul reiterates 2 points: church is the body of Christ, and each member is a part of it.  

Consider what this means in a local church, in SCBC. 

 

 



O Sovereign and almighty Lord, bless all thy people, and all thy flock. Give thy peace, thy help, thy love 

unto us thy servants, the sheep of thy fold, that we may be united in the bond of peace and love, one body 

and one spirit, in one hope of our calling, in thy divine and boundless love.         (Liturgy of St Mark, 2nd C) 


