
R e a d 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

 

C o n s i d e r 
 

Often when we dive into 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, we might be tempted to go straight to 

the list of spiritual gifts in verses 8 to 10. We might work through the list and wonder 

which of these gifts might apply to us, or how might these gifts have manifested 

themselves in our lives, enabling us to serve the community of believers. However, if 

that’s all that we did with this portion of the letter, we’re only getting part of the 
message that Paul is trying to convey to the Corinthian believers.  

 

Consider two key verses that are a part of Paul’s message for the Corinthians, and us. In 
verse 7, Paul says that “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.” In verse 11, Paul says “All these are the work of one and the same 
Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.” As we think about how the 
Holy Spirit has manifested spiritual gifts in our own lives, let us not forget that: 

 

1. These gifts are all from God, and he is the one who determines how they are 

used. Are we willing to submit to the leading of the Spirit, even if it might mean 

that the use of our gifts is not what we might have imagined, or are comfortable 

with? 

2. These gifts are all for the common good. Our service and contribution to the 

community of believers, should be grounded in the servant attitude that is 

exemplified by Jesus. It’s how we might work for the good of others, and this 
might mean we step forward to serve in faith, not knowing exactly what all of 

the details might be, or being certain of how a certain opportunity might play 

out. Are we willing to step forward to actively use our gifts, without constraining 

those gifts into our own vision or goals, and instead being flexible and trusting in 

the working of the Spirit? 

 

P r a y 
 

Spend some time in prayer reflecting on all that God might have blessed you with, 

including any spiritual gifts you might have. Pray that the Holy Spirit might give you a 

clear vision for how you might use all that God has given to you, for the common good. 

Pray that as you might take these steps forward in service, that the Spirit might continue 

to inspire you.  

 



D i v i n g   D e e p e r 
 

Review 1 Corinthians Chapter 11:17-34. 

● Perhaps reflect on Rev. Dr. Bill Norman’s previous messages. 
● What is Paul saying to the Corinthians? 

● What is being said to us? 

 

 1 Corinthians 12:1-3 

● Our spiritual gifts should be God focused. 

● What is Paul saying to the Corinthians? 

● What is Paul saying to us? What are some ways we don’t actually focus on God, 
even in the midst of using our spiritual gifts? 

 

 1 Corinthians 12: 4-6 

● Our gifts are from God. 

● What is Paul saying to the Corinthians? 

● What is Paul saying to us? How is each person of the Trinity involved in spiritual 

gifts? Who receives spiritual gifts? 

 

 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

● God’s gifts are for the good of all 

● What is Paul saying to the Corinthians? 

● What is Paul saying to us? Focus on verse 7.  Out of Paul’s list of spiritual gifts, 
how might they be used for the good of all? 

 

How can we live closer WITH God in our lives? 

How are we being TRANSFORMED to be more like Christ? 

How is the Holy Spirit empowering us to imitate Christ in what we DO this week? 

 
 


