
 

 

R e a d   
1 Corinthians 11:2–16 

 

C o n s i d e r  
The sermon for this Sunday was not difficult to write; but it may be difficult to hear. In 

the first century world of Paul there was a very clear choice about one’s basic identity—
you were either male or female. I don’t pretend to be an expert on such things but I also 

don’t think that it is an overstatement to say this understanding of a very clear choice 

regarding identity continued for the best part of twenty centuries. It is certainly a recent 

thing, for example, for me to read, while filling out a survey, that I have a choice between 

identifying as male, female or something called non-binary. How then do we live as 

faithful people in this twenty-first century world?  

In answering that question my suggestion is that you think about this phrase that ends 

verse 12, but all things come from God. This is the emphasis that Paul wants to make to the 

Corinthians and I believe it is the same emphasis that we also need to hear. In this chapter 

Paul is talking about order or rules for worship. This chapter is not about the family, it is 

about the family of faith and what should happen when the sisters and brothers gather to 

give praise or offer prayer to God. Centre your focus upon your Creator. In all that you 

do give God glory.  

I cannot decide whether or not life in our North American culture needs to be as 

complicated as some say it is. Again I am not an expert in such matters; most of us are not. 

What I do believe is that in building a church to reach the world, the way that will happen 

is to focus our attention on what God asks of us. As I try to demonstrate in the sermon for 

this Sunday, Paul wants the church at Corinth to make sure it does nothing to detract from 

its mission. When you listen to the sermon, when you read the text, you may think that 

my understanding of human identity, and Paul’s, need to be updated. Perhaps we will 

not agree on that matter. But what I hope we can agree on is that the mission of SCBC is 

to point everyone in our family and friendship circles to this reality, all things come from 

God.  

I am concerned about results. What is happening as a result of our efforts? But I am more 

concerned about faithfulness in our mission. As Paul points out earlier in this letter to the 

church at Corinth, I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth (1 Corinthians 3:6). 

Remember that, it is God who gives the growth. I am concerned about confusion when it 

comes to human identity. But I am not sure I have much ability to do anything about that. 

What I can do is point everyone to God and let God, by his grace and in his time, give the 

growth. I hope you will be watching this Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Norman  



 

 

P r a y  
O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth! 

    Your glory is higher than the heavens.  

You have taught children and infants 

    to tell of your strength, 

silencing your enemies 

    and all who oppose you. 

When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers— 

    the moon and the stars you set in place— 

what are mere mortals that you should think about them, 

    human beings that you should care for them? 

Yet you made them only a little lower than God 

    and crowned them with glory and honour. 

You gave them charge of everything you made, 

    putting all things under their authority— 

the flocks and the herds 

    and all the wild animals, 

the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, 

    and everything that swims the ocean currents. 

O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth! 

    Psalm 8, New Living Translation 

 

D i v i n g   D e e p e r 
Just for fun…what’s the strangest hairstyle you have ever seen or worn yourself? Was 

hairstyle ever a point of contention between you and your parents? 

Do you think that Paul’s commands in this passage contradict our freedom in Christ? Give 

a reason for your answer.  

Is it still important that certain cultural norms be followed in worship? What would those 

be in the twenty-first century church? 

Think about coming back to in-person worship or think about continuing with YouTube 

worship—how could you as an individual improve the quality of your worship experience? 

What is a more inspiring worship experience for you, in-person or on-line? 

How can we live closer WITH God in our lives? 

How are we being TRANSFORMED to be more like Christ? 

How is the Holy Spirit empowering us to imitate Christ in what we DO this week? 


