
R e a d   
 

1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

 

 

C o n s i d e r 
 

In 2017, a study conducted by the internationally known British Broadcasting 

Corporation (BBC) concluded that Toronto was the most multicultural city in the world. 

Hardly a surprise to those who live there as it is estimated that over 50 percent of its 

residents are foreign born and the diverse pockets of the city clearly illuminate the 

sizeable population of diverse people groups who have come to call Ontario’s capital 

their home. Venturing around to sample the authentic cuisine from the hundreds of 

nationalities, as well as spectating the frequent festivals that happen year round, it is clear 

that the world has come to Toronto. 

  

This presents a unique opportunity for those who follow Christ as we have all been 

commissioned to make disciples of all nations as His gospel bearers and witnesses. In our 

present circumstance, we are able to be living as missionaries in our own backyard and 

neighbourhoods as we work, play, learn, and inhabit our spaces in proximity to those 

from around the globe who have yet to hear the good news. With this unique dynamic, 

we are graciously challenged to live with a greater sense of intentionality, sensitivity, and 

creativity as we engage with those who do not share the same language, culture, or 

ideology. 

  

In our passage today, the apostle Paul gives us an imagination of what it means to be all 

things to all people for the sake of gospel proclamation and embodiment. The picture of 

him that is portrayed is that of a disciple engaging and preaching the gospel to people 

from varying cultures and convictions, doing everything he can as to not exclude anyone 

from hearing the message. He was just as comfortable with the Jews as he was with the 

Gentiles as he was among the weak and it was his joy and reward to see others encounter 

Christ and follow Him. 

  

As we explore and reflect on the passage today in the sermon and our individual and 

group settings, would we be asking God to grant us His heart for all people, to lay down 

our personal freedoms and rights for the sake of others, and to show us how we can be 

used by Him to express the good news of Christ in considerate and resonant ways to 

those around us. 

 

Pastor Jonathan Nip 



P r a y 
 

Gracious God, as you have entered into our lives and loved us, help us to do the same to 

others. For those who come from different backgrounds and contexts, lead us to know 

how to engage and relate with them so that they will know Jesus and discover new life in 

Him. Father, please show us which freedoms and rights you are calling us to give up to 

prevent any barrier from them encountering you and to have the strength and discipline 

to relinquish them. Would you shape and train us to be all things to all people as your 

ambassadors and to know the joy and reward of seeing others come to know you. Amen 

 

 

D i v i n g   D e e p e r    

What might it mean for you, your family, and your community to become all things to all 

people? 

What personal, cultural, and societal privileges and freedoms would we be willing to 

relinquish so that it would be easier for others to hear and receive the gospel? 

How can we grow in contextualizing the gospel of Jesus to those from different 

backgrounds and perspectives? 

What sacrifice or discipline is necessary for us to train as a missionary in our own 

context? 

How can we live closer WITH God in our lives? 

How are we being TRANSFORMED to be more like Christ? 

How is the Holy Spirit empowering us to imitate Christ in what we DO this week?  

 


