
 

 

R e a d   
1 Corinthians 11:17–34 

 

C o n s i d e r  
One of the things I have tried at various times in both personal and group Bible Study is to 

ask of myself and others, “Is it possible for us to read this as if for the first time?” That 

thought struck me again today as I read through the text prior to preparing this devotional 

reading. What would this sound like to us if we were hearing or reading it for the first time? 

How would we deal with a leader like Paul in today’s church? I don’t know enough about 

the inner-workings of SCBC to make any intelligent suggestions, but I do know about the 

inner-workings of a few Anglo churches in our Baptist Convention. Look at verses 17 and 

22 of our text. Now in the following instructions I do not commend you… What should I say to 

you? Should I commend you? In this matter I do not commend you! What would the reaction be 

to such words spoken to the leadership of the church? What would you think if the leader 

of your fellowship group spoke to the group in such a way? In the churches I know the 

reaction would be less than hospitable. And let me be brutally honest, if I were on the 

receiving end of such statements I too would be less than happy. I might even be the one 

initiating a series of e-mails about how we could arrange another leader for our group.  

But…it is obvious that the apostle is led by God to conclude these hard words are what the 

church needs to hear. Is it not entirely possible that in 2021 we too may need to hear some 

hard words? How do we create the conditions in which this sort of communication is 

possible? You see our situation in the GTA is so different than in Corinth. One of the 

changes that took place over the forty-plus years of my active ministry was that in the mid-

1970’s folks would “shop” for a new church but not admit to me that’s what they were 

doing. Thirty years later a new person greeted at the door following worship would not 

waste any time telling me they were “shopping” for a new church home. My reaction—“Oh 

no! I hope I didn’t say anything too tough today; they’ll never come back!” 

It seems to me the only choice we have is to work on being accountable to one another and 

to trust one another and to lavish on one another as much grace as God is able to create in 

us. I admit, of course, there are places in the world where it is so obviously much tougher 

to be a Christian, the Middle East comes immediately to mind. However, the loosening of 

COVID-19 restrictions and the re-start of in-person activities I believe is going to introduce 

a tough season for the North American church. It is not going to be business as usual once 

the masks come off.  

If unity in the church is going to be preserved and strengthened, we may need to hear some 

touch words. In order to do that we must trust God and one another. In the sermon for this 

coming Sunday, my suggestion is that Paul talks about the problem, the prescription and 

the practice. I am going to be at the church in person this Sunday; I hope at least a few of 

you are planning to join me and that the rest will be watching. 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Norman  



 

 

P r a y 
Gracious God, our Heavenly Father, help me and all my sisters and brothers in the faith to 

discern the Body of Christ as we seek to do the work of your kingdom and be obedient to 

your will and purposes. 

Help us to discern the Body of Christ that was given for us and for our salvation. Give us 

an abiding gratitude for the victory that was won for us over death and despair. May we 

welcome the abundant life that is ours through Jesus. 

Help us to discern the Body of Christ that is the church in the world, the church both local 

and world-wide of which we are a part. May that discernment begin close to each of us—a 

recognition that our families and friends within the church are part of that Body and that 

your Word asks us to nurture unity among us.  

All this we ask in the name of our Saviour, Jesus, 

Amen. 

 

 

D i v i n g   D e e p e r 
 

What do you remember about the most meaningful Communion Service that you attended? 

What made it so? 

How would you change the celebration of Communion at SCBC? Would it be difficult to 

make any changes in such a large congregation? 

Communion or The Lord’s Supper in Corinth was part of a meal. Should a large church like 

SCBC encourage Fellowship Groups to celebrate Communion as part of a pot-luck meal?  

What do you think Paul means when he tells us to discern the body when we eat and drink 

at The Lord’s Supper? 

How can we live closer WITH God in our lives? 

How are we being TRANSFORMED to be more like Christ? 

How is the Holy Spirit empowering us to imitate Christ in what we DO this week? 


