
 

 

R e a d   
1 Corinthians 7:1–16 
 

C o n s i d e r  
From the perspective of 20 centuries away it is easy for us to think the church and 

its leaders had things easy. The text for this Sunday’s sermon indicates exactly the 

opposite. For one thing, church leaders, including Paul, had only three options for 

dealing with anything contentious within a particular church: there was travel, 

long, tedious, potentially dangerous travel and a letter. Upon hearing from the 

leaders at Corinth, Paul could go himself, send one of his companions or write a 

letter.  

What is it Paul hears? There is a crisis—I don’t think that’s too strong a word—
effecting marriages in the church. Some believed the idea of marriage was passé. 

Others thought that a promiscuous life-style should be accepted within the church. 

I think Paul recognizes that he needs to give well thought-out direction because 

what happens within the church’s marriages reflects very much on the reputation 

of the church. 

There is no beating about the bush. I think that what Paul says amounts to this: 

unless God has given you the gift of celibacy, men should find a wife and women 

should find a husband. And here’s a remarkable thing: Paul says unless you agree 

together to give a certain amount of time to prayer, then neither of you should 

deny sexual relations to the other. This word is remarkably equitable given that it 

is written somewhere around A. D. 53 to 54. Anyone who thinks Paul hates 

women needs to examine what he has to say more closely.  

Today’s church needs to offer spiritual support to every person, including those 

who are married. Based on Paul’s words to this first century church I think there 

are three things to be said about marriage that can be as helpful today as they were 

then. I’ve got it down to three words, commitment, call and consecration. I hope 

you will be watching this coming Sunday as we talk about getting married and 

staying married. 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Norman  

P r a y 
Eternal God, in the creation of human beings in your image, you made us male 

and female and designed us to become one flesh. By the working of your Spirit, 

directed by the grace of our Saviour, may the marriages of our church be blessed 

with wisdom, humour and a growing commitment one to the other. May our 

pastors and leaders be given the strength they need to offer wise counsel to those 

seeking to be married and to those whose relationships may have been strained 



 

 

by all the demands of the pandemic. All this we ask through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

 

D i v i n g   D e e p e r 
Chapter seven of 1 Corinthians begins, Now concerning the matters about which you 

wrote: Looking back over the first six chapters of this letter, do you have a sense of 

what Paul is doing in waiting until now to deal with their letter to him? In other 

words, do chapters one to six in any way “set up” what Paul deals with in chapter 

seven?  

If you are married or hope to be married what do you think of the advice Paul 

gives in verse four? Do you think it right that the wife does not have authority over 

her own body, but the husband does and the reverse? How does that principle work 

out in the day to day sometimes exhausting busyness of life? 

Take a look a verses fourteen to sixteen. How can you be that “priest” to your 

spouse as suggested by Pastor Bill?  

How can we live closer WITH God in our lives? 

How are we being TRANSFORMED to be more like Christ? 

How is the Holy Spirit empowering us to imitate Christ in what we DO this 

week? 


