
 

 

R e a d   
1 Corinthians 7:17–24 

 

C o n s i d e r  
Chapter seven of 1 Corinthians begins Now concerning the matters about which you wrote… 

We don’t have a copy of it, of course, but there was obviously a letter sent to Paul from 

the leaders of this church. I think at least the material in chapters seven and eight deal 

with the matters about which you wrote.  

The whole matter of status was a big deal in Corinth. It appears that either the sisters and 

brothers in this church wanted to apply the status standards of the world to to the church 

or they were overly concerned that those outside the church would regard them as foolish 

because they didn’t apply those ideas within the fellowship. Or perhaps it was both.  

The apostle urged the church to get rid of all such notions of status that were used in the 

world outside the church. He reminds them that if there is to be any boasting in the 

Christian family, it is to be boasting in or of the Lord. In other words if you are going to 

boast, boast about God’s foolishness being wiser than human wisdom and God’s 
weakness being stronger than human strength (1:25).  

In the sermon this coming Sunday we will deal with what Paul says about religious 

identification and social status. It is hard to imagine any two topics being more of a 

concern in the ancient world. Paul says that circumcision or lack of it is nothing to be 

concerned about. He also says to be concerned about being a slave is misplaced if one has 

become a Christian.  

Taken out of context both of these ideas seem strange, even bizarre! However, it all makes 

sense if one understands how Paul believes the world has changed. Ben Witherington of 

Asbury Seminary explains: “For Paul, the one thing of eternal significance that humans 

can do in this world is serve the Lord, proclaiming the good news of eternal salvation 

available through the crucified Messiah Jesus. Paul is not so narrow-minded that he thinks 

all must become full-time missionaries like himself, but he does believe that all must bear 

witness in whatever social situation they find themselves with their lives and their 

words.…   

“The Corinthians were very status-conscious people. As part of his argument against 

divisions and factions created by status stratification, Paul injects a dose of eschatology, 

which relativizes the importance of all social status.… 

“Thus, what is crucial is whether or not one is a Christian. Everything else is of relative 

worth in a world that is winding down.” 

Friends, what matters is our calling from God. That’s what we’re going to think about this 

Sunday. I hope you’ll be watching. 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Norman  



 

 

P r a y 
“O Lord Jesus Christ, 

you are the sun of the world, 

evermore arising, and never going down, 

which by your most welcome appearing and sight, 

brings forth, preserves, nourishes, and refreshes all things, 

as well that are in heaven as also that are on earth; 

 

We beg you mercifully and faithfully to shine in our hearts, 

so that the night and darkness of sins, 

and the mist of errors on every side 

may be driven away; 

with you brightly shining in our hearts 

we may all our life go without stumbling or offence, 

and may decently and seemly walk as in the day time, 

being pure and clean from the works of darkness, 

and abounding in all good works 

which God has prepared us to walk in; 

you who with the Father and with the Holy Spirit 

live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 
Thomas Cranmer (1489–1556) 

 

 

D i v i n g   D e e p e r 
If you could write a letter to Paul asking for advice, what would you write about? Once 

you have thought about that, check to see if Paul deals with those issues in any of his 

letters. 

In what way(s) did God impress upon you his call for you to respond in faith to the 

salvation offered in Jesus Christ? 

Are there parts of our “connected” lifestyle that lead you to feel discontent in your 

spiritual life? Would you benefit from a technology sabbath once per week or once per 

month? Is such a spiritual practice worth a try for you? 

How could your church or fellowship group reinforce this idea that all of us are called by 

God?  

How can we live closer WITH God in our lives? 

How are we being TRANSFORMED to be more like Christ? 

How is the Holy Spirit empowering us to imitate Christ in what we DO this week? 


