
R e a d   
1 Corinthians 9:1-18 

Luke 10:1-7, 17-20 

 

C o n s i d e r 
 

Have you ever experienced being misunderstood or wrongly accused of something that 

you did not do? Do you remember how hurt and upset or even angry you were and how 

much you wanted to fend off the unfair judgement on you? In 1 Corinthians 9:1-8 we find 

Paul in such a situation. We already know that since Paul left Corinth, many problems 

have surfaced in the church there. Apart from the many troubling conflicts, dissensions, 

philosophical, moral and faith issues, there were even criticism and personal attacks 

against Paul. He has been criticized of his style and harsh words. He might have been 

judged because he made his living by working as a tent maker alongside his mission 

work, unlike the philosophers of the time who charged fees for teaching or were 

sponsored by wealthy patrons. We could almost feel Paul’s frustration and exasperation 

as he poured out his heart in to defend his apostolic authority.  

 

Carrying on the theme of personal freedom in previous chapters, Paul hurls these 

questions at them: Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Did you not see my work? Do I not 

have the right to food and drink? Do I not have the right to take a wife? Furthermore, Paul 

could have claimed the right to get paid and support from them. “Who serves as a soldier 

at his own expense?” “If others have this right of support from you, shouldn’t we have it 

all the more?” Yes, Paul has the full right to be paid by the church. He is entitled to be 

fully supported by the believers. But he would voluntarily give up his right for their sake. 

He would not let the preaching of the gospel to them be hindered by his act of reaping 

personal gain. To him, his reward is not found in the monetary gain but that he can offer 

the gospel free of charge. Paul is imposing a self-limitation on his freedom for the sake of 

the people he serves. Review Paul’s teaching on one’s freedom in marriage (Ch. 8) and on 

eating food offered to idols (Ch. 9) and consider Paul’s example of self-limitation on his 

own freedom out of love for others.    

 

Read the passage again and consider: Should we pay our pastors? Read also Luke 10:1-7 

and take note of what Jesus said when he sent out 72 workers, “Stay in that house, eating 

and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages” (Lk 10:7). What 

is the lesson to church?  

 

Consider the other side of the coin, reflect on Paul’s reasons for renouncing his rights to 

receive support. Also check out what Jesus said to the 72 workers when they returned 

with joy about their success, “However do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but 

rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (Lk 10:20). What lessons are there for us 

Christ’s followers and workers? 
Deacon Dr. Josephine Chow 



P r a y 

Loving God, I choose this day to be a servant. I yield my right to command and demand. I 

give up my need to manage and control. I relinquish all schemes of manipulation and 

exploitation. For Jesus’ sake, Amen. 

Richard Foster, Prayers from the Heart, p. 26 

 

 

D i v i n g   D e e p e r    
 

Read 1 Cor 9:1-18 

Read the list of rhetorical questions in verses 1-6. Can you imagine Paul’s emotions and 

how he might be feeling when he asked these questions?  

In verses 7-12, what did Paul say about his right to receive support from the Corinthians? 

What reasons did he give?  

Examine verses 13-18 carefully and list out the reasons why Paul did not use this right? 

What can we learn out of the mindset and example of Paul? 

How can we live closer WITH God in our lives? 

How are we being TRANSFORMED to be more like Christ? 

How is the Holy Spirit empowering us to imitate Christ in what we DO this week?  

 


