
 

 

R e a d   
1 Corinthians 4:1–13 

Proverbs 3:5, 6 
 

C o n s i d e r  
What has happened to your level of trust during the COVID-19 pandemic? You 

might guess that between my wife and me I am the BBQ-er most of the time. For 

as many years as I have been doing that, sometimes deciding if the meat is cooked 

is more guesswork than anything else. I have a meat thermometer that I think 

registers on the low side; it has steered me wrong a couple of times. If you had 

such a thing a trust thermometer would it be reading higher or lower in the last 

few months.  

I think it’s difficult to avoid being cynical. The advice we have received from 

public health officials during the pandemic has varied, and that’s being kind. The 

first word we received early in 2020 was that this virus was not air-born. Oops! 

The most current advice regarding the AstraZeneca vaccine seems to change by 

the week. Some people are not trusting the advice, “Take whatever shot is 

offered.”  

In a world and I believe in a country and province where trust is reading at low 

levels for many, Paul tells us in our text for this Sunday that Christians are 

stewards of the mysteries of God and that we should be found trustworthy in that 

stewardship. It seems to me this is something we need to work on at an individual 

level. I don’t think your best witness is to ask someone to trust an institution, even 

one as gracious and trustworthy as SCBC. I think your best witness is to live in a 

way that family and friends and sisters and brothers in the Christian community 

see you as trustworthy and will look from you to the God whom we can trust with 

our whole hearts. 

This coming Sunday I hope you’ll be watching as we examine three aspects of 

being trustworthy—getting judgement, grace and reputation right. 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Norman  

 

P r a y 
Here is a prayer to use as part of your morning personal worship: 

“Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought me in safety to this 

new day: Preserve me with your mighty power, that I may not fall into sin, nor be 

overcome by adversity; and in all I do direct me to the fulfilling of your purpose; 

through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen.” 



 

 

D i v i n g   D e e p e r 
Paul says that the church’s leaders ought to be regarded as servants and stewards. 

When you think of pastors in the church today do you have a particular image 

that you think should guide the attitudes and actions of those pastors? Would you 

apply that same image to all the sisters and brothers of the congregation?  

In verses ten to thirteen Paul uses sarcasm as a rhetorical technique. In our society 

sarcasm is overlooked only when it is used by stand-up comedians or when Dame 

Maggie Smith plays the part of an aging British aristocrat (Downton Abbey). How 

could you argue in our world for Paul’s model of leadership without alienating 

your Christian friends?  

1 Corinthians 4:4 suggests a delicate balance in our spiritual lives—I am not aware 

of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. Have you achieved this 

balance? Are you comfortable leaving judgement to God? Does God judge now or 

at the consummation of history or both? Explain what God’s judgement means to 

you.  

How can we live closer WITH God in our lives? 

How are we being TRANSFORMED to be more like Christ? 

How is the Holy Spirit empowering us to imitate Christ in what we DO this 

week? 


