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Living the Fruitful Life 
a study of John 15 

Week 5:   February 6 - 12 

“I am  
the true vine …” 



Week 5 – The vine and prayer  Living the Fruitful Life: A Study of John 15 

The following series of daily readings and questions has been designed by 
Pastor Tom Cullen to lead up to the sermon for the coming week.  There are five 
daily studies for each week.  Allow about 20 minutes a day to complete each 
daily devotional.   

 

The weekly sermons can be listened too at scbc.com 

 

Each week’s daily devotional guide is also available online at scbc.com under 
the small group tab.   

 
 Endnotes 

1. W. Bingham Hunter , The God Who Hears, (Downers 
Grove, Il l inois: In terVarsity Press, 1986), 198. 

2. R.A. Torrey, How To Pray, (U.S.A.:  Whitaker  House, 1983), 
54. 

3. Andrew Murray, With Chr ist  in  the School of Prayer , 
(U.S.A.: Barbour  and Company, Inc., 1992), 249. 

4. Andrew Murray, Ibid., 180. 

5. Bo Stephens, Abide in  Chr ist , (Nashvil le, Tennessee: 
LifeWay Press, 2007), 63.  

6. Bo Stephens, Ibid., 81.   

 



Week 5 – The vine and prayer  Living the Fruitful Life: A Study of John 15 

Reflect ion and Prayer:   

“Beloved disciple, seek above everyth ing to be a person of prayer .  
Here is the h ighest exercise of your  pr ivilege as a branch of the 
Vine; here is the fu ll proof of your  being renewed in the image of 
God and His Son; here is your  power  to l ive not  for  yourself bu t  
for  others; here you enter  heaven to receive gifts for  others; here 
your  abiding in  Chr ist  has led to His abiding in  you, to use you as 
a channel and inst rument  of His grace.  The power  to bear  fru it  
for  humankind has been crowned by power  to prevail with God in 
prayer .  

“Chr ist ’s work  in you is to br ing you to the Father in  such a way 
that  His Word can be fu lfi l led in  you: ‘In  that day you will ask  in  
My name. I am not  saying that  I wil l ask  the Father  on your  
behalf. No, the Father  Himself loves you.’ (John 16:26-27).  The 
power  of direct  access to the Father  for  people, the l iber ty of 
in tercession, claiming and receiving blessing for  them in faith, is 
the h ighest  exercise of our  union with Chr ist .  Let  all who wou ld 
t ru ly be branches give themselves to the work  of in tercession.  It  
is the one great work  of Chr ist  in heaven, the source of power  for  
all His work .  Make it  your  one great work  as a branch, and it  wil l 
be the power  of all your  work .” 6  

Pray:   Wr ite ou t  your  prayer to God.    

 _______________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 
 

Living the Fruitful Life   –    A Study of John 15 

Week 5:  The vine and prayer 
This week we begin to focus on the last  sect ion of our  text .  Jesus 
speaks some more of abiding in  Him and bear ing fru it .  Clear ly 
th is has something to do with obeying Him and loving others.  
We’ll look at  that next  week. But  in  verse 7 and 16 we see that 
abiding and bear ing fru it  is also connected to prayer .   

 “If you  remain in  me and my words remain in  you, ask  whatever  
you wish, and it  wil l be given you.” (verse 7) 

This is an astonishing promise.  We are a bit  skept ical, and ask, 
“Can we really ask for  whatever  we wish and expect  to receive it?”  
It  thr i l ls us to know that  the Father  is so at tent ive to us that  He 
hears and answers our  prayers bu t  at the same t ime we have our  
doubts.   We know that  th is promise has not  been fu lly realized in  
our  exper ience.  We know lots of people who are earnest , sincere 
Chr ist ians who have not  received whatever  they wished for  in 
prayer .  We ourselves have prayed for  a fr iend to be healed but  no 
healing has come.  We have asked God for  a relat ive to accept  the 
fact  that  Chr ist  is their  Saviour  bu t  no confession  is made.  We 
are left  to ask, “Is th is promise genu ine?  Are there st r ings 
at tached? Was I not  fu lly abiding in  Chr ist  for  the prayer  to be 
answered posit ively?”     

Dur ing the coming week we’ll be th ink ing of th is great  pr ivilege 
and mystery that  is called prayer  and addressing these quest ions.  
Let  us approach th is study with faith  and with a child l ike t rust in  
our  Heavenly Father  who loves us and who answers our  prayers.      

 

 

 



Week 5 – The vine and prayer  Living the Fruitful Life: A Study of John 15 

 

 Monday February 6  
 In the name of Jesus   

Pray:   Dear  God - Your  name is great and exalted.  You have 
revealed your  name to us and allowed us to know You 
int imately and personally.  Thank you for  the pr ivilege of 
being able to call you  my Heavenly Father .  May I l ive 
today in  such a way that your  name is glor ified in me. 

Read:  John 15:9-17 

Focus:  Praying in the name of Chr ist  

1. John 15 is par t  of a long discussion Jesus is having with His 
disciples. It  begins at  chapter  14 and ends at  chapter  16 and 
is often called “the upper  room discourse”.  All the way 
through these three chapters Jesus speaks of prayer .  Look up 
the following verses – what  is the common phrase used in all 
these verses? 

John 14:13 

 __________________________________________________________  

John 14:14 

 __________________________________________________________  

John 15:16 

 __________________________________________________________  

John 16:23-24 

 __________________________________________________________  

John 16:26 

 __________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 Friday  February 10  
 Praying in the Spirit   

Pray:   “Lord teach me to pray.” (Luke 11:1) 

Read:  John 15:16; Ephesians 6:10-20 

Focus:  Prevail ing prayer 

1. Wr ite ou t  Ephesians 6:18 in  your  own words. 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________  
 

2. Do you th ink  “pray in  the Spir it ” and ask ing “in  the name of 
Jesus” are the same th ing?  Why or why not?  

 _________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________  

3. How many t imes does the word “all” appear  in  Ephesians 
6:18.  What does th is tell you  about  the nature of prayer?   

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  
 

4. Do you th ink  the church is often prayer less and power less?  If 
so, why?   

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  
 

Reflect ion and Prayer:   



Week 5 – The vine and prayer  Living the Fruitful Life: A Study of John 15 

 “What we need is to realize that  in our  relat ionship to the Infin ite 
Being whom we call God, who has created and redeemed us, the 
first  sent iment  that ought  to animate us is that of subject ion: the 
sur render  to His supremacy, His glory, His wil l, His pleasure, 
ought  to be the first  and uppermost  thought  of our  l ife.  The 
quest ion is not , how we are to obtain and enjoy His favour , for  in  
th is the main th ing may st i l l  be self.  But  that th is Being in  the 
very nature of th ings r ight fu lly claims, and is in fin itely and 
unspeakably wor thy of, is that His glory and pleasure shou ld be 
my one object .  Surrender  to His perfect  and blessed will, a life of 
service and obedience, is the beauty and the charm of heaven.” 4  

Which statement best  descr ibes your  sur render  to Chr ist? 

A. I completely sur render  my life to the Lord each day as best  
I know, and He helps me obey. 

B. I sur rendered my life to Chr ist  at one t ime, bu t  I don’t  
know whether I am surrendered to Him today.  

C. I have never  fu lly sur rendered my life to Chr ist .  

D. Other  __________________________________________________5 

Pray:   Dear  God, teach me th is lesson of obedience so that  I may 
fu lly abide in  You.  Correct  me when I go wrong.  Affirm 
me when I am r ight.  May I br ing delight to Your  name. 

 
 
 

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 

2. What  do you th ink  it  means to pray in  Jesus’ name?  Does 
saying the words actually force the Father  to give us whatever  
we ask?  Is the phrase impor tant  or  is there something 
deeper? 

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

3. Read Acts 19:13-16.  When these men were using the phrase 
“in  the name of Jesus” what  happened? 

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

4. Clear ly, “in  the name of Jesus” is more than a phrase we are 
to tack  on to the end of our  prayers.  Do you th ink  that  
praying in Jesus’ name is the same as praying according to 
God’s wil l? 

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

5. If you th ink  of prayer  in  God’s name as prayer  according to 
God’s wil l, does it  explain why some recent  prayers of yours 
were not  answered?  Does it  help to know that?  Why or why 
not?   

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  



Week 5 – The vine and prayer  Living the Fruitful Life: A Study of John 15 

Reflect ion and Prayer:   
“Jesus prayed according to the will of God.  And that  u lt imately, is 
what  it  means for  you and I to pray in Jesus’ name – to pray 
according to the will of God.  You will find that the phrase 
according to God’s wil l can be subst itu ted in  [each of the verses 
above] and it  makes sense of the fact that  “in my name” 
condit ions both our  ask ing and the Father ’s giving: 

Prayer :   Anyth ing you ask according to God’s wil l, you  will receive.  

Answer :  God will give in  accordance with h is wil l  anyth ing you 
ask.  

Put  different ly, when we pray in  Jesus’ name we receive whatever  
we ask because our  wil l and God’s wil l are the same.  We pray 
according to God’s wil l when we respond to the Creator  as He 
really is, in  light of His nature and att r ibu tes, His character, His 
personality. And we pray in  the will of God when we respond in 
faith  as His child to h is Father ly love and concern.”1 

Pray:    Wr ite ou t  your  prayer to God. 
 

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________   

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________   

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________   

 

 Thursday  February 9  
 Trust and obey   

Pray:   “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your  decrees; then I wil l keep 
them to the end.  Give me understanding, and I wil l keep 
your  law and obey it  wil l all my heart .  Direct me in the 
path of your  commands for  there I find delight. Turn my 
hear t  toward your  statu tes and not  toward selfish gain.”  
(Psalm 119:33-36) 

Read:  John 15:9-17; James 5:16 

Focus:   The need for  obedience 

1. What  one word descr ibes the person in  James 5:16?  What 
does it  mean?  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

2. What  does th is verse say is the one condit ion for  answered 
prayer?  Can a person be r ighteous without  doing r ighteous 
acts?  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

3. Read 1 John 3:21-23.  What  does verse 22 say is the 
st ipu lat ion for  answered prayer? 

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 



Week 5 – The vine and prayer  Living the Fruitful Life: A Study of John 15 

3. Why do you th ink  we need to pray constant ly (“without  
ceasing”)?  What  does it  demonstrate to God? 

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 

Reflect ion and Prayer:   

When my children were lit t le I wou ld get  upset  with them when 
they constant ly came to me for  help.  Get t ing ready to go ou tside 
on a winter ’s day was par t icu lar ly trying.  First  they wou ld ask me 
if I knew where their  coat  was.  Then they wou ld need help get t ing 
on their  snow pants and mit ts.  Finally they wou ld ask for  help in  
tying their  boots.  By the end of it  all I wou ld somet imes say, 
“Can’t  you do anyth ing for  yourself???”    

I th ink  th is is a pictu re of our  relat ionship with God in prayer .  
Unlike me, the frazzled parent , God wants us to cont inually come 
to Him and pray to Him without  ceasing. It ’s not because He’s 
needy, it ’s because we are.  God will never ask us, “Can’t  you do 
anyth ing for  yourself?” because He knows that  we can’t . (see John 
15:5)   

Andrew Murray wr ites,  

”He who seeks to pray without  ceasing because he wants to be 
very pious and good, wil l never  attain to it . It  is the forgett ing of 
self and yielding ourselves to l ive for  God and His honour  that  
enlarges the heart , that  teaches us to regard everyth ing in the 
l ight  of God and His wil l, and that  inst inct ively recognizes in  
everyth ing around us the need of God’s help and blessing an 
oppor tunity for  His being glor ified” 3   
Pray:   Wr ite ou t  a prayer to God.  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  
 

 

 Tuesday  February 7  
  Conditions    

Pray:   Dear  Lord, help me to trust  in  You alone to recreate Your  
character  in  me.  Keep me from t rust ing in my act of 

t rust ing in You. Keep me from relying on my obedience to 
Your  commands as a reason for  You to l isten to me.  It  is 
You Lord that  I want and ask that You wou ld fu lly abide in  
me.   

Read:  John 15:7 

Focus:  Abiding in  Chr ist  

1. All through Scr iptu re when God gives us a promise He gives a 
condit ion.  E.V. Hil l used to call these “the preludes” to the 
promises.  For  instance, the promise of God drawing near to 
us is condit ioned upon our  drawing near  to Him.  “Draw near 
to God, and He will draw near  to you .” (James 4:8) In  John 
15:7 what  is the promise and what are the condit ions? 

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________   

2. The first  condit ion is ___________________________.  When we 
th ink  of it , it  makes per fect  sense.  God always hears the 
prayers of His Son.  So, it  is only as we fu lly abide in  Chr ist  
that  our  prayer  can be heard.  Review your  notes and remind 
yourself what it  means to abide in  Chr ist .  Pastor Tom gave us 
three definit ions – it  means to rest  in Chr ist , t rust in  Chr ist  
and to die to self.   

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  



Week 5 – The vine and prayer  Living the Fruitful Life: A Study of John 15 

3. The second condit ion is __________________________________  .  
What  do you th ink  it  means to have Jesus’ words, “remain in  
us”? 

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

4. How can we pract ically have Jesus’ words remain in  us?  (see 
John 15:9-11)  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________  

 

Reflect ion and Prayer:   

To abide in  Chr ist  is “to renounce all l i fe independent  of Chr ist  
and constant ly look to Him for  the in flow of His l ife in to us and 
the ou twork ing of His l ife through us.  When we do th is, our  
prayers wil l obtain that  which we seek from God.  This must  
necessar ily be so, for  our desires wil l not be our  own desires bu t  
Chr ist ’s.  And, our  prayers wil l not  in  reality be our  own prayers, 
bu t  Chr ist  praying in  us.  Such prayers wil l always be in  harmony 
with God’s wil l, and the Father  always hears Him.  When our  
prayers fail it  is because they are indeed our  prayers.  We have 
conceived the desire and offered our  own pet it ions, instead of 
look ing to Chr ist  to pray through us.”2  

Reflect  on the whole of idea of “Chr ist  praying in  us”.  How do you 
respond?   

 __________________________________________________________   

 __________________________________________________________   

 __________________________________________________________   

 __________________________________________________________   

Pray:   Wr ite ou t  a prayer to God.    

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 

 
 Wednesday  February 8  
 A life of prayer   

Pray:   “Lord teach us to pray.” (Luke 11:1)   

Read:  John 15:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Focus:  Praying as communicat ion with God 

1. Which best  descr ibes the prayer  l ife of a healthy believer?  

A. Prays only in the midst  of cr ises 

B. Prays once a day  

C. Prays once a week.  

D. Prays constant ly.  

2. What  do you th ink  it  means to pray constant ly?  Think  of the 
relat ionship between the vine and the branch.   

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________  
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